
Teaching and Learning at Hayfield School



Structure of the Classrooms
At Hayfield we have 16 classes, structured as follows:

Explorers 1:
Acorns - F2/Yr1
Elm - F2/Yr1
Bay - Yr1/Yr2
Fir - Yr1/Yr2/Yr3

Explorers 2:
Oak - Yr2/Yr3
Beech - Yr2/Yr3
Olive - Yr2/Yr3

Pathfinders:
Hazel - Yr3/Yr4
Willow - Yr3/Yr4
Birch - Yr3/Yr4/Yr5
Cherry - Yr4/Yr5
Maple - Yr4/Yr5
Chestnut - Yr5/Yr6

Adventurers:
Rowan - Yr3/Yr5/Yr6
Ash - Yr5/Yr6
Holly - Yr5/Yr6

These Classes follow an 
Early Years Curriculum 

These Classes follow 
Year 1 and Year 2 of the 
National Curriculum 

These Classes follow 
Year 3 and Year 4 of the 
National Curriculum 



Style of Learning
The 3 groups are split into different learning styles:

Pre-Formal Learning:
Acorns - F2/Yr1
Elm - F2/Yr1
Bay - Yr1/Yr2
Fir - Yr1/Yr2/Yr3

Semi-Formal Learning:
Oak - Yr2/Yr3
Beech - Yr2/Yr3
Olive - Yr2/Yr3
Chestnut - Yr5/Yr6
Birch - Yr3/Yr4/Yr5
Rowan - Yr3/Yr5/Yr6

Formal Learning:
Hazel - Yr3/Yr4
Willow - Yr3/Yr4
Cherry - Yr4/Yr5
Maple - Yr4/Yr5
Ash - Yr5/Yr6
Holly - Yr5/Yr6

These Classes follow a 
continuous provision style 
of learning with plenty of 
opportunities to learn 
through play and 
exploration

Learning in these classes is 
becoming more formal.  
There are still opportunities 
for continuous provision 

Learning in these classes is 
as you would expect in a 
typical mainstream 
classroom.



Teaching and Learning



Communication 
Pre-Communicative(social): 

where a child is using fewer than 3 words or phrases (which may be spoken, signed, involves pictures, 
written words or other symbolic system) referentially, regularly and with communicative intent.

Language: 

where a child uses more than 3 words or phrases (which may be spoken, signed, pictures, written 
words etc.) meaningfully, regularly and with communicative intent.

Conversational: 

where a child uses at least 100 words or phrases (which may be spoken, signed, involves pictures, 
written words etc.) meaningfully, regularly and with communicative intent and can use at least 20 
different word combinations that are creative.



English Curriculum Sequence and Progression

Subject Stage 1-4
Explorers

Stage 5-6
Explorers

Stage 7
Pathfinders

Stage 8
Pathfinders

Stage 9
Adventurers

Stage 10
Adventurers

Stage 11 Stage 12

Phonics and 
Reading

Reading record questions:

RWI – 
Nursery

Blanks level 
questions

RWI – 
Sounds/
Guided 
Reading

Blanks level 
questions

RWI – 
Sounds/
Guided 
Reading

1:1 VIPERS - 
KS1

RWI –>  
moving onto 
VIPERS and 
Steps to Read

1:1 VIPERS - 
KS1

VIPERS/Steps 
to Read

1:1 VIPERS - 
KS2

VIPERS/Steps 
to Read

1:1 VIPERS - 
KS2

VIPERS/Steps 
to Read

1:1 VIPERS - 
KS2

VIPERS/Steps 
to Read

1:1 VIPERS - 
KS2



Read, Write Inc





VIPERS is an acronym to aid the recall of the 6 reading 
domains as part of the UK’s reading curriculum.  

They are the key areas which we feel children need to know 
and understand in order to improve their comprehension of 
texts. VIPERS stands for:

• Vocabulary

• Inference

• Prediction

• Explanation

• Retrieval

• Sequence or Summarise

The 6 domains focus on the comprehension aspect of 
reading and not the mechanics: decoding, fluency, prosody 
etc.  As such, VIPERS is not a reading scheme but rather a 
method of ensuring that teachers ask a range of questions.  
They allow the teacher to track the type of questions asked 
and the children’s responses to these, which allows for 
targeted questioning afterwards. 



Promoting a love of reading:

Each class is 
required to 

have a reading 
journey 

display and a 
book on their 

classroom 
door.



English Curriculum Sequence and Progression

Subject Stage 1-4
Explorers

Stage 5-6
Explorers

Stage 7
Pathfinders

Stage 8
Pathfinders

Stage 9
Adventurers

Stage 10
Adventurers

Stage 11 Stage 12

Writing Dimensions
Explorers 1

Literacy 
Counts 
Foundations

Literacy 
Counts Year 1

Literacy 
Counts
Year 2

Literacy 
Counts Year 3

Literacy 
Counts
Year 4

Literacy 
Counts
Year 5

Literacy 
Counts
Year 6



What is Colorful Semantics?
A system to support spoken and written language learning across the curriculum, which can be used for:

01

03

02

04

Uses colour coded cue cards to show the structure of sentences.

Each card represents a different word or part of the sentence.



The boy is eating a pizza.



Year 1

Year 2

Year 3



Example of Foundation work



Example of Year 3 work



Maths Curriculum Sequence and Progression
How is the curriculum taught?

Due to the nature of the children and the diversity between classes there is a range of lesson structures.  There are 3 discreet maths lessons 
each week.  

Explorers 1 Explorers 2 Pathfinders Adventurers
Acorn - F2/Y1
Pre-formal
Continuous Provision
ISP 

Elm - F2/Y1
Pre-formal
Continuous Provision
ISP

Fir Y1/Y2
Semi-formal
Whole group input
ISP - individual 

Bay - Y1/Y2
Pre-formal
Bucket/Continuous 
provision/ISP

Beech - Y2/3 - formal 
Split into 2 or 3 groups 
Starter (in groups) 
Input/Practical/Written Task or 
photos

Oak - Y2/Y3
Pre-communicative
Semi-formal 
Groups - practical
ISPs

Olive - Y2/3
Formal
Whole input 
Groups
ISP

Hazel - Y3/Y4/Y5
Formal
Input, practical, two groups independent 
task 1:1 

Willow - Y3/Y4
Formal
Group whole class input pitched lower, 
questioned higher - modelling, practical 
and then books if ready - very concrete 
reliant.

Birch - Y4/Y5
Semi-formal
In groups - AET focus
Input/model/practical

Maple - Y4/Y5
Formal
Input - practical - whole group

Cherry Y4/Y5
Explorative task, input, practical task

Rowan - Y3/Y5/Y6
Semi-formal
Starter/Whole class 
input/Practical/Independent task

Chestnut - Y5/Y6
Semi-formal
Two groups - different teaching

Holly - Y5/Y6
Starter/Whole class 
input/Practical/Independent task

Ash - Y5/Y6
Starter/Whole class 
input/Practical/Independent task



Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 
10

Week 
11

Week 
12

Week
13

Week
14

Week 
15

Weeks Commencing:
5.9.22 - 12.9.22

Settling in
Period 

(off timetable)

Week Commencing:
19.9.22 - 3.10.22

Place Value
Early number knowledge needed 

for all other areas.

Week Commencing:
10.10.22 - 17.10.22

Time
Taught here so 

children can then 
use time everyday 

throughout the year

Week Commencing:
7.11.22 - 21.11.22

Addition
First operation covered - split up 
from subtraction to provide more 

time and make it less 
complicated for children.

Week 
Commencing:
28.11.22 
Money
(finding 
totals) - 
applying 
the skills 
learnt

Week Commencing:
5.12.22 - 12.12.22

Mass and 
Capacity

Lots of practical 
opportunities for 

learning mass and 
capacity at this time 

of year.

Week 
Commencing
19.12.22

Curriculum 
Gap Week

Week Commencing:
2.1.23 - 16.1.23

Subtraction
Second operation - building on 

inverse operation from what chn 
learnt in addition.

Week 
Commencing:
23.1.23 

Money
(change) 
- applying 
the skills 
learnt

Week 
Commencing
30.1.23 

Time

Week Commencing:
6.2.23 - 13.2.23

Shape
Taught before 
fractions so children 
understand shape 
before looking at ½ 
of as shape etc.

Week Commencing
27.2.23 - 13.3.23

Fractions
Building on from shape and 
number skills.

Week Commencing
20.3.23 - 27.3.23

Position and 
Direction

Lots of practical 
opportunities for 

learning at this time 
of year.

Weeks Commencing: 
17.4.23 - 1.5.23 

Multiplication
Third operation - building on 
addition of 3 + 3 + 3 = 9
3 x 3 = 9

Week Commencing
8.5.23 - 22.5.23

Division
Fourth operation - building on the 
inverse of multiplication

Week 
Commencing
5.6.23

Money
 applying 
the skills 
learnt

Week 
Commencing
12.6.23

Time
Consoli
date 
what 
has 
been 
learnt

Week Commencing
19.6.23 - 26.6.23

Length and 
Height

Week 
Commencing
3.7.23

Statisti
cs

Week Commencing
10.7.23 - 17.7.23

Curriculum Gap 
Week
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Year 1
Stage



The ‘Learning Means the World’ Curriculum is taught through highly relevant and engaging thematic 
units. It is built on the foundations of current world issues (Conservation, Conflict, Communication, 
Culture) and encourages pupils to be outward-facing in applying their learning into everyday life. 

It is broken down into the following phases, known as Learning Pathways:-

● Explorers (3-5 year olds)
● Pathfinders (5-7 year olds)
● Adventurers (7-9 year olds)
● Navigators (9-11 year olds)

Each Learning Pathway is characterised by learning traits, which are developed through the themes. 
These will help equip pupils to be agents for positive change, both within their local context and further 
afield.


